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7. the Right Reverend Father in Cad, 
WILLIAM, 
BY DIVINE PERMISSION, 
LORD. BISHO or CHESTER. 


HE following plain Diſcourſe was firſt” 
written, and is now. publiſhed, with the 
hopes of removing the doubts entertained by 
ſome, . and of  diſpelling the. apprehenſions 
excited in others, in conſequence. of the 
induſtrious diſſemination of many cheap pub- 
lications of the moſt pernicious tendency, and 
of the moſt. malignant influence. I ſolicited 
the honour of prefixing your Lordſhip's name 
to it, that I might have an opportunity of 
publicly expreſſing the very high regard, I, in 
common with the whole body of the Clergy of 
your extenſive Dioceſe, entertain for your 
character; and of publicly acknowledging the 
very many obligations you have been pleaſed 
to confer on, my Lord, 


Four Lordſhip's 
Moſt dutiful, obliged, 
And devoted Servant, 
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SAMUEL CLAPHAM. 
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Lately Publiſhed by the ſame Author, 
SERMON, preached at Sunderland, for the Benefit 


| of the. Charity School, December 16th, * 
Dedicated, by permiſſion, to the LORD BISHOP of 
CHESTER. | 4 


A SERMON, preached at Knareſbro', for the Sunday 
Schools, July 12th, 1793. Dedicated, by permiſſion, to 
the LORD BISHOP of CHESTER. . 


5 SERMON, preached at the Viſitation of the Lord 
HBiſhop of Cheſter, holden at Boroughbridge, September 
Al, 1794, in which is impartially conſidèered, how far 
ME N DISM conduces to the Intereſts of Chriſtianity, 
and the Welfare of Society. Publiſhed by HIS LORD: 
SHIP 's COMMAND. 4 


A SERMON, preached at Knarefbro', October 12th; 

94, before the Royal Knareſbro' Volunteer Foreſters. 
Dedicated, by permiſſion, to the RIGHT HONOUR- 
ABLE LORD LOUGHBOROUGH, LORD HIGH 
* CHANCELLOR of GREAT BRITAIN. 


A SERMON, preached at Stockton-upon-Tees, on 
the Faſt Day, March 25, 1795. Dedicated, b n 
to the HONOURABLE and RIGHT RE EREND 
the LORD BISHOP of DURHAM. 


A SERMON, preached at Knareſbro', October 22d, 
1796, on occaſion of a Form of Thankſgiving being 
: read for the late abundant Harveſt, | | 


A SERMON, preached at the Viſitation holden at 
|. Skipton, Publiſhed at the Requeſt of the Ordinary and 


Clergy. 
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ROMANS xiv. 19. 


Let us, therefore, follow after the things which nate 


- for peace, and things WPerenuly one may edify 
anoſ ber. 


N this 8 the Apoſtle, with fic 
F ſtrength of reaſoning, and power of per- 
ſuaſion, "endeavors to reconcile two deſcrip- 
tions of men, who, by their eager diſputations, 
ſeemed not only to. threaten the peace, but 
alſo to endanger the exiſtence of the church, 
which he had eſtabliſhed, and was ſolicitous 
to improve in the truth and graces of Chril- 
tianity. After replying to their arguments, 
and obviating their objections; after diſſuading 
them from a pertinacious adherence to their 
preconceived opinions, and inveterate preju- 
dices; he beſeeches them, in the ſpirit of that 
goſpel which he was propagating with ſuch 
zeal, and defending with ſuch ardour, nat to 
excite in others, nor encourage in themſelves 
a diſpoſition to interrupt-the harmony, and 
diſturb the repoſe of that holy religion, unde 
whole ſhade all the moral qualities, and civi 
virtues were to be foſtered and proteCted 
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Rather, he continues, © Let us follow after 


the things which make- for peace, and things 
wherewith one may edify another.“ 


We are now aſſembled, by the command of 
our moſt religious and gracious King, to offer 
our public and moſt ſolemn thankſgivings to 
Almighty God, for the ſignal victorigs obtained 
by our fleets over the three ſeveral powers who 
have maliciouſly planned our fall, and openly. 
threatened our deſtruction. The advantages 
ariſing from theſe victories are. ſo numerous 
and intereſting to ourſelves, and the conſe- 
quences of them ſo deſtructive.to our enemies, 
that the devotions of this day, whilſt they are 
recommended and enjoined by our earthly, are 
expected and demanded by our heavenly King. 
It 1s not Jong, ſince our navy, which has ever 
been conſidered as our impregnable bulwark, 
became, through the intrigues and artifices of 
abandoned and deſperate men, the object of our 


diſtruſt and of our dread. And had the rulers 


of our country not been poſſeſſed of an union 
of firmneſs, moderation, prudence, wiſdom, 


and vigilance, all directed by an unerring 


Providence, that navy which hath ſo often 
triumphed over our foes, demanding inſtant 
non, or preparing inſtant death, would 
moſt probably have been delivered up to our 
enemy, or would at leaſt have pointed its 
| inſtruments of deſtruction againſt order, alle- 
giance, and ſubordination. 


- 


Preſerved i 


EF 


Preſerved, as we are, from fuch imminent 
dangers which threatened in their effects to 
annihilate our laws, our liberty, and our reli- 
gion; and confirmed, we truſt, in the enjoy- 
ment of them, as by many other means, ſo by 
the diſtinguiſhed and important victory, the 
celebration of which is ſo honourable to our 
country, by the very liberal contributions 
made for the comfort of thoſe who were 
wounded, and for the ſupport of the widows 
and orphans of thoſe who fell in the glorious 
conflict; our pious Sovereign, eſteeming his 


ſubjects equally intereſted with himſelf. in the 


event of that, and of the two preceding naval 
engagements, wiſely directed that we ſhould 
pour out the effuſions of our ſouls to our 
Almighty Preferver in a public and general 
Thankſgiving for his mercies vouchſafed unto 
us. The bleſſings accruing from theſe ſplen- 
did victories, I need not enumerate : they are 
ſuch as every man of common underſtanding 
is enabled to appretiate. 


I will preſume upon your patience, whilſt in 
the ſubſequent diſcourſe, I direct your attention 
to a few circumſtances, at this juncture, highly 


deſerving your moſt ſerious conſideration. 1. 
may indeed, in what follows, ſeem to deviate 
from the ordinary courſe of preaching; but in 
attempting to reconcile your minds to the 
heavy expences, ſeeing they are indiſpenſably 


neceſſary, with which the country 1s now 
about to be burthened; and in endeavouring 


to 
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to remove the prejudices ſo eagerly inculcated, 


and fo unwarily received, by means of which 
ſome men are made uneaſy, and others become 


diſſatisfied ; I ſhall not, | hope, be conſidered, 


as having choſen a ſubject ill adapted to the 


folemn occaſion of our preſent meeting. 


The injuſtice of the war in which we are ſo 
unhappily involved is a loud and a popular 
topic of complaint. It muſt be confeſſed that 
ſome wiſe and good men were perſuaded, that 
the calamities of war might originally have been 
* We were however aſſured by thoſe, 


who, from their official ſituations, were beſt 


enabled to form a right judgment, all of whom 
were unanimous in their opinion, that War 


was ALTOGETHER UNAVOIDABLE.— 


For can it he ſuppoſed that they, to whom the 


government of the country had been commit- 
ted, would have united in abuſing the confidence, 


and betraying the truſt of their Sovereign, 


in impoſing. on the underſtanding, and coun- 


.teraCting the wiſhes of the whole nation? Can 


it be ſuppoſed, that, when the national debt 


was already enormous, they who had ſhewn 


ſuch laudable zeal to reduce it by annual 


diminution, and had actually made ſome 
progreſs in the meritorious undertaking, would 


have ſtudiouſly created opportunities of for- 


feiting all claim to public confidence, by 


undoing all they had done before? What! 


can malignity deviſe, can folly embrace an 


at ſo wild and chimerical as this? Will 
common 
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common ſenſe ſuffer us to believe that charac- 
ters, who have at ſtake the largeſt property, 


who are bound by every tie, both divine and 


human, which can reſtrain the conſcience, and 
influence the heart, would unneceſſarily and 
wantonly have embarraſſed the nation with an 
increaſe of burthen, and an avgmentation of 
debt, when both they and their poſterity, 


together with the whole kingdom, mult ſo. 


ſeverely feel its effects? 


That peace with our enemies could not be 


preſerved, may fairly be deduced from the 


following circumſtance. A moſt reſpectable 
party, conceiving the ſtate of the country to 
demand the moſt vigorous exertions, renoun- 


ced their political attachments, and voluntarily 


became reſponſible for meaſures, they had 
before approved, and then undertook to 2 
tion and purſue. Can you poſſibly ſuppoſe 
that theſe men alſo were infatuated? What 


inducement could they have to aſſociate with 


thoſe who were determined to diſſipate the 


treaſure, and ſhed the blood of their country? 


Where, it may be triumphaäntly aſked, was 
ſuch an aſſemblage ever found of poſſeſſions, 
of talents, of virtues, as among thoſe who 
compoſe the preſent Adminiſtration ? 


Should you think yourſelves incompetent 
to decide on the merits of Minifters, enquire 
what is the opinion entertained of them by all 
your neighbours, who, from the extent of their 
| fortunes, 
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fortunes, are intereſted in the welfare of their 
country, and who, from the ſtations they fill, 


and the rank they ſupport, may be conſidered as 


likely to inform themſelves whether the vaſt 
machine of government is well, or ill con- 
ducted; and I am perſuaded you will find that 
all of them whom you admire for their know- 
ledge, and reſpect for their probity, repoſe the 


higheſt confidence in the wiſdom and virtue 


of his Majeſty's Miniſters. The ſame enquiry 
which - would, I doubt not, be attended with 
the fame reſult, might, with equal propriety, 


be recommended by almoſt every preacher to 


his congregation, on this day aſſembled with 


the ſame pious intention as ourſelves, 


Still you ſay, that the uniform language of 
thoſe in oppoſition to the crown is, that the 
country is faſt verging to ruin; and that if 


there be not, and ſpeedily, a total change of 
ſyſtem, there muſt be a general wreck. 


That there are among the opponents of 


government a few men. poſſeſſed of very diſ- 
tinguiſhed talents, of yery large poſſeſſions, of 
very amiable virtues, the moſt bigotted attach- 


ment to our preſent rulers will unfeignedly 
acknowledge. But even they among theſe 
few who ſtand high in the eſtimation of their 
country, generally expreſs their concurrence 
with the meaſures of Adminiſtration, and 
only withhold their ſupport, it is ſaid, from 


perional pique, and perſonal reſentment. The 


repeated 
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repeated declarations of Patriots, as they very 
improperly call themſelves, that the country 
is in imminent danger would be truly alarm- 
ing, were not the degree of alarm very conſi- 
derably abated, by an intimation ſometimes 


not very delicately conveyed; and not unfre- 


quently, by a declaration publicly made, and 


indecently expreſſed, that by the exertion of 


their auſpicious talents, the application of their 
ſupreme wiſdom, and the exerciſe of their in- 
flexible economy, the credit of the nation 
might, in time, ' perhaps, be retrieved. What 


credit is due to ſuch prepoſeſing modeſty and 


engaging diſſidence let the following circum- 
ſtance declare. They ſolemuly pledged them-, 
ſelves to ſupport Adminiſtration in the con- 
duct of the war, provided that the enemy would 
not liſten to terms of peace. When men 
violate a promiſe, they renounce all claim to 
integrity. They daily arraign characters diſ- 
tinguiſhed by their wiſdom, and revered for 
their virtue, as totally incapable through their 
want of knowledge, and utterly improper 
through their want of principle, to be entruſt- 
ed with the care of the national expenditure. 
All the acts of government, for the moſt part, 
are, by them that profeſs the higheſt love of 
their country“, intentionally miſrepreſented. 
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„ What can be more provoking to any man who 
really loves his country, than to ſee men pretend to love 
| © their 
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The plans of Adminiſtration are loudly pro 
claimed to be inefficient 1n their principle, and 
vexatious in their operation. Every meaſure 
is attributed to motives, by which we cannot 
conceive men called to the higheſt ſtations to 
be actuated, and is reprobated with ſuch 
impoſing eloquence, and brilliant colouring, 
that were it not juſtified by plain ſenſe, and 
-, enforced by incontrovertible reaſoning, and 
\ 1hdubitable neceſſity, the nation at large might 
often be miſled, and guilt be attributed, where 


*| praiſe is due. I will briog to your mind at 
TY . - Inſtance 
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re their country, and to wiſh to fave it, and yet inſtead 
of doing all in their power to help things forward 
doing all in their power to hinder every meaſure pro- 
„ poſed; and at laſt quitting their poſts, at the very mo- 
„ ment when (as they themſelves allow) the country is iu 
„ the utmoſt danger poſſible? And let any man read the 
„ ſpeeches, which have been put into the papers, as 
„ thoſe of the heads of the oppoſition ; and conſider the 
„ conduct of the Iriſh, the Seamen, &c. ; and then ſay, 
Whether thoſe ſpeeches did not occaſion much of the 
„ miſchief which has happened?“ 
| See a molt excellent publication entitled, RERORM OR 
| RUIN. An abridgmeat of it is ſold, price 3d. or 25. 6d. 
1 a dozen to thoſe who buy a number to diſtribute, May L 
preſume to recommend to the Nobility, Gentry, the ſu- 
perior Clergy, and Merchants, the diſtribution of the 
Abridgment among their Tenants, Pariſhioners, Manufac- 
turers, &c.? I have yet ſeen no 452% 295 ſo well 
calculated to correct the errors, and impre $ the minds of 
the lower claſs of people. The Author is entitled to the 
thanks of every man who is ſolicitous for the preſervation 
of the State, and the intereſts of tlie Goipet. 
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inſtance which every hearer will recollect. 


When the intention was ficſt declared by his 


Majeſty's Miniſters of putting the kingdom 


into a ſtate of defence to repel the attacks of 


the. enemy, the very idea of ati invaſion of our. 
coaſts was ridiculed by o e as one of 


the moſt chimerical projects which could enter 


into the heart of man; ſo that had Miniſters 
ſuffered theinſelves to be influenced by their 


clamours, our frontiers would have been un- 


uarded, the enemy invited by our ſupineneſs, 
and we ſhould have become an eaſy prey to 


their ſanguinary violence. 


In delineating the conduct of thoſe who a& 


in oppoſition to the crown, I would not be 


underſtood to ſpeak of them with the ſhadow 
of diſreſpect. 
the country, of every oppoſition, in order to 
awaken diſcontent, and enflame indignation, 
is the ſame, It was ſaid by a very learned and 


highly reſpectable Prelate“, of an oppoſition - 


entitled certainly to greater credit than the 
preſent, that © parties once had a principle 


belonging to them, abſurd perhaps, and 


ce indefenſible, but {ill carrying a notion of 


« duty, by which honeſt minds might eaſily 


ce be caught.“ 
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* See a ver | elbacenl "Im. preached in 1778, by 
his Grace the Lord Archbiſliop of York. 
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:e But they are now,“ continues he, “com- 
e binations of individuals, who, inſtead of 
e being the ſons and ſervants of the commu- 
their 
te private intereſts. It is their buſineſs to 
« hold high the notion of political honour. I 
<« believe and truſt it is not injurious to ſay, 
ec that ſuch a bond is no better than that by 
© which the loweſt and wickedeſt combinations 
©« are held together; and that it denotes rhe laſt 
« ſtage of political depravity.” The inference 
J wiſh every man to draw is, that confidence 
is very juſtly due to his Majeſty's Miniſters, 
and a co-operation with them in our ſeveral 
ſpheres an indiſpenſable duty; of ſome of us 
by complying with their directions, and exe- 
cuting their commands; and of all by cheer- 
fully contributing our ſeveral proportions 
towards the national intereſt and welfare, 


The heavy burthens which are now about 
to be laid, will doubtleſs, however modified, 
be by ſome ſeverely felt. Unhappily in con- 
ſulting a general good, a partial inconvenience 
cannot always be avoided. But what is the 
object propoſed by them? Ir is to ſecure 
your property, and preſerve your poſleſſions. 
As, however, you do not ſee the danger with 
your eyes, you conclude, that to make prepa- 
rations, in order to repel it, is unneceſſary. 
Now ſhould your cattle be diven off your 
lands, your grain and hay wantonly conſumed 
by fire, your houſes plundered ; or your whole 


property 


"FSA 
property put, as it is termed, into @ flat of 
requiſition; rather than the expence which. 


Government is compelled to- impoſe, ſhould 
have been incurred: when you ſhould find 


yourſelves bereaved of what you had been ſo- 
many years in acquiring, how would you then 
lament that the moſt rigorous contributions. 
had not been demanded; that you-might have 
eſcaped the ſituation into which you were 
brought! Miſerable indeed, my brethren, 
beyond all expreſſion would de that ſituation, 
in which the farmer had neither corn nor cattle 
to ſel}, and the manufacturer and the artiſan: 
were without money to purchaſe—where labour 
was ſuſpended, commerce interrupted, and all 
the comforts of life loſt. it may be, for along 
ſeaſen loft. Fhis, ſhould the clamours and 
miſtepreſentations of Oppoſition ſucceed, - 
would indeed, in all human probability, be 
the caſe: but an evil of ſuch prodigious 
magnitude ſhall: we not by all poſſible means 
endeavor to avert? Shall we be ſo baſe to 
our country, ſhall we be ſo injurious to our 
families, as to be unwilling to contribute our 
money- for the preſervation of the one, and the 
happineſs of the other? Shall we be ſo un- 
worthy of: the name of Britons, as to refuſe to 


Join — and heart to preſerve our wives and 


children from the horror of beholding an armed 
enemy entering our doors, and taking poſſeſ- 
ſion of our habitations? If you love your 
country, if you love your families, ceaſe to 


murmur, cons to repine. *Let us diſcharge 
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our duty as citizens: let us encourage, let us 
edify one another: let us all humbly pray un- 
to Almighty God, that He will not be wroth 
with us for our ſins, nor abandon us for our 
iniquities; but that He will go forth with our 
fleets and armies; and that if our enemies 
perſiſt in their deſperate purpoſe, that He will 
continue to impart wiſdom to our councils, 
Judgment to our commanders, and valour to 
our fleets ; that He himſelf will continue to 
protect us with a ſtrong hand and an out- 
ſtretched arm. 


It is a ſource of ſatisfaction to us to be able 
to reflect, that overtures have been twice on 
our part made, and propoſals offered to bring 
about a general peace, The indifference 
with which they were both times received, 
and the indignity with which they were as 
often rejected by the enemy, I forbear to re- 
late. The moſt frivolous pleas, the moſt 
ridiculous pretences were urged in juſtification 
of their conduct. The real cauſe is evident 
to every one. The men, who in that devoted 
country, have forcibly ſeized the reins of go- 
vernment, are aware, that, as ſoon as peace 
Mall be eſtabliſhed, and their numerous 
armies ſhall have returned to their capital, the 
power they ſo wickedly uſurped, and fo cruelly 
exerciſe, will ceaſe. But what dangers may 
be attached to the renunciation of it, they 
cannot clearly foreſee; the conſciouſneſs of 
guilt 'may indeed ſuggeſt ſome awakening 

| intimations. 
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intimations. T he. candonents of the war is 


doubtleſs to be aſcribed to this cauſe, and to 


this cauſe only. So regardleſs are Republic; 
Legiſlators of the treaſures of their <P than 
—_ the blood of their countrymen | ven: 'wis 
 - - -wxrmur 
Should the enemy be realdy ſerious: in eir 
boaſted threats of an attempt, hazardous as 
muſt be, to invade us, our conviction canno ot 
but be univerſal, that every poſſible. effort 
ought. to be made to fruſtrate an attempt, 
which, if ſucceſsful, is pregnant with ruin to 
this country; yet the expence attending the 
mighty preparation, ſhould, it is faid, be en- 
tirely,confined to men poſſeſſed. of large for- 
tunes, as their property is the chief object of 
defence. But is not ur property, be it what 
it may, as valuable to us as theirs is to them? 
It is our all: and ſhould we. loſe it, we ſhall 
have the mortification, which will ceaſe only 
with our life, of © having eaten the bread of 
75 carefulneſs to no purpoſe.” Will not our wives 
and children, together with ourſelves, ſuffer 
all the inconveniences and hardſhips which 
want can bring, and poverty entail upon us? 
And ſhould we not be a continual prey to the 
moſt ſtinging reproaches, for having been ſo 
criminally unwilling to expend a ſmall part 
of our ſeveral incomes, in order that we might 
have been enabled to preſerve the reſt ?* 
B 3 | We 


. The following note would have been more properly 


introduced in page eighth, but was ſent too late for the " 
ce At 


[ 8 } 
We enter into affociations for the perſerva- 
tion. of certain parts of our property, which, if 
we loſe, we feel to be merely vexatious ; 
accerfully contribute our ſeveral ſtipula- 


order- that the depredator and the 
ay. meet with his deſerts from the hands 


:Zefſe, as to refuſe our aid towards the pre- 
"zation of every thing which is dear to us ? 


ing the attempts of our enemies; who, if we 
are to form a judgment of their conduct to- 
wards other countries not thoſe only they 
have ſubdued, but thoſe alſo they have receiv- 
ed into their protection - would ruin the 
flouriſhing ſtate of our commerce, interrupt, 
probably for a ſeries of years, the improve- 
ment of our agriculture, and exact contribu- 
tions ſo enormous, as would leave us little in- 
deed for our own ſupport ? By a certain de- 
ſcription of people forme indulgences muſt, 
it is evident, be given up, and ſome ſacrifices 
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«© At the moment when Government had concerted 
„ meaſures to prevent, by every poſhble means, a rupture 
with France, and Lord Aukland was employed for that 
<< purpoſe, his Lordſhip declared in his place in the Houſe 
« of Peers, that he had received the moſt pofitive information 


« from General Dumourier, that the French Government bad 


* then wantonly determined to declare war a Sr of this 
* country.”” After ſuch a declaration, it may reaſonably 
be expected that no unprejudiced man will perſiſt in ſaying, 


that the war is unjuſt in its principle, or that it was 
entered into unneceffarily. 


Piltice: and ſhall we be fo  unaccountably 


towards diſappointing the deſigns, and defeat- 


muſt be made. But it is ſurely wiſer to give 
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va- up voluntarily ſuch indulgences, and to make 
if cheerfully ſuch ſacrifices, rather than that each 
s 3 of us ſhould deſcend lower, very conſiderably 
la- lower, it may be, in the ſcale of ſociety, than 
the we ſtand at preſent? Have thoſe men who 
ds complain of-grievous. taxes, and who murmur 
ly at: the-national expenditure, reconciled- their 
re- minds to that ſtate of humiliation which in- 
8 evitably awaits our country, if we do not 
at- reſolve to preſerve it from inſult; and to that 
we degree of diſtreſs which we muſt all inevitably 
o- and individually experience, if out ſpirits were 
ey ſo mean, and our avarice ſo ſordid, as to re- 
V- fuſe to defend ourſelves ? There may be ſuch 
he men, but, I thank God! they neither con- 
Dt, ſtitute the largeſt, nor the moſt _—— 
e- . of ſociety. 5 

u- 

ny It is very erroneouſly ſuppoſed, le che 
e- rich and the great pay no proportion of taxes, 
ſt, compared with the tradeſman, the farmer, and 
es the lower orders of the people. Believe me, 
ve there is juſt the ſame difference between theirs 
Ip and ours as between a wave anda drop: in other 
. words, there is more than a proportional differ- 
us ence, between what is paid by them, and by the 


ſubordinate claſſes of the community: We live 
at under the moſt equitable government upon 
the ſurface of the globe: The legiſlature 
in all its proceedings, confults as far as human 
wiſdom will permit, and urgent neceſſity al- 
low, our convenience and comfort. Were you 
fully ſenſible of the bleſſings you enjoy, when 
compared with every other European Nation, 
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the murmur. of 3 would be ſup» 


preſſed ;. the voice of: joy, and rejoicing my 
would be heard in. our land. 


To render the lower dlaſs of men impatient 
to bear, and eager to exchange their condition, 
every ſtratagem hath been employed, and every 
machination uſed, which malevolence could 


deviſe, and ſubtilty inſinnate. Hitherto, bleſſed 


be God ! without effect. The moſt 2 
pictures of equality have been preſented to 
their imaginations, to incite them to realize in 
this country, the ſcęnes which have diſgraced, 
and the horrors which have pervaded that 
diſtracted, and if all men were at liberty to 
ſpeak their ſentiments, that miſerable nation, 
whoſe rulers have not only queſtioned the 
exiſtence, but even renounced the worſhip of 
Almighty, God. In order to facilitate the 
means, and accompliſh the ends of thoſe who 
were, actuated by the ambition of overturning 
the old, and of uſurping the direction of a new 
Conſtitution, the paſſions. of the poor were 
enflamed, and their hopes. of advancement 
encouraged ; but no ſooner had ſucceſs crown- 
ed their profligate efforts, than they were 
reduced to the moſt piteous and lamentable of 
all firuations. Like Joſeph's brethren, © they 
« looked one upon another, ſaying, Give us 
25 bread that we periſh not, we and our little 
ones.“ Oſten © have, our hearts fainted 
$6 rel us,” whilſt we were peruſing the 
accounts of the various diſtreſſes, which in 
every 
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every ſhape, equally aſſailed the ignorant and 


the deluded. They cried for relief, but their 
cries were not heard: the only redreſs they 


met with was, to be dragged before a mock 


tribunal, from whence they were led without 
pity to the ſcaffold, where the executioner put 
a period to their wants, and their cries toge- 
ther. - The mechanic and the labourer in this 
country, when burthened with a large and 
helpleſs family, or when oppreſſed with lick» 
neſs, or diſabled by infirmity, no ſooner 
ſolicit, than they obtain relief. Their property, 
of whatever it nfiſt, and their perſons, 
however mean, are entitled to the ſame protec- 
tion and ſecurity, as the Great can claim, and 
the Noble can enjoy. When they labour, their 
wages cannot, on application to a Magiſtrate, 
be withheld; and when they conduct them- 
ſelves with regularity and propriety, they never 
fail to receive that ſupport, and meet with 


that encouragement, which not only. reconeile 


them to, but by the good providence of God, 
render them happy in that ſtation, which the 
Almighty hath, for wiſe purpoſes ordained 
them to fill. To the native ſenſe then, and 
to the unbiaſſed* underſtanding of the lower 
claſs of people we appeal, and. aſk them, 


whether, in their paſſage through this life 


to a better, “ having food and raiment, they 
« have not wherewithal to be content?“ In 
every tax which is laid, and every burthen 
which is impoſed on the country, how far, 
my Chriſtian brethren, your welfare will be 
affected, 
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affected, and your intereſt injured, is always a 
ſubject of minute enquiry, and of ſerious diſ- 
5 The Legiflature, with a ſparing hand, 
and a reluctant touch, enhances the price of 
thaſe articles which are neceſſary to your 
ſupport, and indiſpenſable to your conſump- 
tion. Reſt aſſured, that however urgent may 
be the demands for the purpoſe of preſerving 
our perſons from the ſword, and our property 


from the plunder of the mercileſs invader, 


our comfort will always moſt carefully be 
conſulted. May. it then, as it is the duty, be 
the determination of us all, © both rich and 
© poor, to follow after the things which make 
% for peace, and things wherewith one may 
« edify another!“ 
There is one thing. more which J cannot 
omit to mention—the extreme impropriety 
of ſoffering yourſelves to be made uneaſy, 


and to become diffatisfied, by the ridiculous. 


accounts every day ſo induſtriouſly circulated, 
reſpecting the deſigns of the executive govern- 


ment. You do. not conſider that the authors. 
of ſuch. accounts have no other end in view 


than to irritate and enflame you, and to pre- 


| - Pare you for a violation of order, and a con- 


tempt of authority. If diſturbances ariſe 
throughout. the country, their diabolical pur- 
poſe is anſwered. They well know. that it 
is by miſrepreſentation only, you can. be pre- 
vailed with to ſupport their intereſts, and pro- 
mote their purpoſes. 

The 
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The topics which I have ſelected for the 
ſubject of this diſcourſe are, I am not ignor- 
ant, unuſual, and may perhaps, by ſome, be- 
thought improper: but whatever tends to 
your edification, to remove your prejudices, 
to diſpel your apptehenſions, to inform your 
under{tandings—-on theſe ſubjects, more 
eſpecially an occaſions like the preſent, I feel 
it to he my duty to expatiate, . * 


I will beg the continuance of your attention 
a little longer, whilſt I more immediately ad- 
vert to the cauſe of our preſent meeting. | 


From our avowed omiſſion, I may ſay con- 
tempt of religious, from our conſequent tranſ- 
greſſions of moral duties, we are very certain 
that “ we have moſt juſtly provoked God's 
*« wrath and indignation againſt us.” A moſt, 
unhappy change hath, within the courſe of a 
few years, taken place in the morals of this 
country. Inftead of propitiating the mercy, 
and averting the diſpleaſure of the Almighty, 
we in too many inſtances, feem to defy his 
vengeance, and to challenge his indignation. 
The Miniſters of the Goſpel had formerly the 
happineſs of exhorting ke flocks to perſeve- 
rance in piety : we, on the contrary, have to 
beſeech you to enter into its paths; and, God 
knows, it is not often that our voice is heard? 
As our people live, they die. You think 
yourſelves at liberty to come to church if you 


pleaſe, or to abſent yourſelves, if you feel the 
ſmalleſt. 
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ſmalleſt indiſpoſition to divine worſhip, — 
Melancholy is the reflection, that a congrega- 
tion is ſeldom ſo numerous as to conſiſt of 


more than half of the inhabitants, who might, 


without inconvenience to themſelves, be pre- 
ſent, | How this matter will be ſettled at the 
tribunal of God, it behoves many of you, my 


| brethren, to think beforehand. Whatever 


others may do, and whether they will recom- 
mend themſelves to the favour of God or not; 
let me, I beſeech you, prevail with you to take 
this important ſubject into your immediate 
and moſt ſerious conſideration. Without a 
regular attendance upon divine ordinances, we 


cannot be good citizens; without an uniform 


actice of religious precepts, we cannot be 


true Chriſtians. That we may know whether 


we are entitled to the character of the one, 
and the rewatUJs of the other, let every man 
here preſent, put theſe queſtions fairly to him- 


| ſelf: Have 1 diſcharged my religious duties, 


as I ſhall wiſh I had done, when I ſhall ſtand 


at God's judgment-ſeat? I am commanded 


in holy ſcripture, to pray fervently and devoutly 
to the Almighty — have I ſo much accuſtomed 
myſelf to do it, that it is become a duty which 
I perform with pleaſure, and omit with regret ? 
I am enjoined to commemorate the death of 
my Redeemer in the bleſſed ſacrament—have 
I communicated regularly; and have I made, 
as worthy communicants always do, a ſenſible 
and viſible progreſs in uprightneſs and piety ? 
I am required both by. the injunctions of 

heaven, 
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heaven, and the ties of affection, to bring up 


my children in the faith and fear of God—have. 


J laid in their own minds the foundation of their 
everlaſting happineſs ? Have I inſtructed them 
in their duty, and convinced them by my perſo- 
nal example of the ſatisfaction, of the pleaſant- 
neſs to be found in an undeviating, and con- 
ſcientious diſcharge of it? Recur now to your 
hearts: do they applaud you? or rather, do 
they not ſuggeſt ſome miſgivings? Everlaſting. 
happineſs 1s of too, too much importance to 
be treated with indifference. Let us, there- 
fore, all of us,. the paſtor and the flock, 
c examine ourſelves whether we be in the 
cc faith: let us prove our ownſelves.” If we 
find upon examination, that we have not made 
our peace with God, let us all this day be 
prevailed with, to ceaſe “ to do thoſe things 
ce we ought not to have done ;” and to begin, 
from this moment, to do uniformly and con- 
ſcientiouſly “ thoſe things we have left undone.” 
Almoſt every man hath, in his own mind, 
fixed ſome certain period when he purpoſes to 
begin to amend his life. God grant it to be 
the determination of all the ſouls committed 
to my care, to make this day the memorable - 
day of their repentance from dead works! and 
may the bleſſed Spirit aſſiſt, ſtrengthen, con- 

firm the pious determination! 
What may be the event of war.is known to 
the God of armies alone: The ſame univerſal 
C. deluge 
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deluge of wickednefs may overflow this ſinful 


land, as that which hath overwhelmed the 


country of our implacable enemy: This holy 
place in which we are now aſſembled, inſtead 


of continuing to be, what it now is, an houſe: 


of prayer, and the- ſanctuary of the Lord of 
hoſts, may be converted into“ an houſe of 
« merchandize, or a den of thieves:” The 


worſhip of God may be extinct; and the 


opportunity of hearing his word, and of giving 
praile to his name, may no longer be allowed: 

Even ſome of us who are now here may be 
ſlain by the, ſword, or executed by the ven- 
geance of the enemy. Since then the iſſue of 


War is uncertain, “ Let us not fear them which 
can kill the body, but let us fear Him, who 


0 


«can deſtroy both body and ſou! in hell.“ 


Whatever may become of us here, let us at 
leaſt have a friend in the Almighty ; © Let us 


« this day acquaint ourſelves with Him;“ let 


us ſupplicate his mercy ; let us become his 


children; let us walk in his ways, and ſet him 


every moment before us, that we may not dare- 


to ps his commandments, 


That ſuch holy impreſſions may be made 


upon our fouls, let us addreſs. ourſelves in 


fervent prayer to God, beſeeching him that 
we may, by the aſſiſtance of his Spirit, be 


enabled to walk before Him in holineſs and 
* righteouſneſs all the days of our life.“ 


Almighty 


* 


Almighty Gop, who makeſt the heavens... 
thy throne, and the earth thy footſtool}. Who. 


reigneſt in heaven encompaſſed with angels and 


archangels; yet vouchſafeſt, in an eſpecial 
manner, thy divine preſence- to thy faithful: 
people upon earth, aſſembled in thy hovwſe, to- 
worſhip thy majeſty, and to glorify thy name; 
«© We thy humble ſervants entirely deſire thy. 


e fatherly goodneſs mercifully to accept this, 


« our ſacrifice of praiſe and thankſgiving.” —: 
Hitherto, O Lord ! Thou haſt given victory- 
unto our King over all his enemies.;. hitherto, 


bleſſed be thy holy name! Thou haſt 


delivered us thy ſervants from the peril of- 
« the ſword.” , Grant that our hearts may be 
unfeignedly thankful for all thy mercies ;. 


that, impreſſed with a ſenſe of thy goodneſs, 


we may. © ſhew forth thy. praiſe from genera-. 
tion ta generation. Thou, O Lord, art 
©* our Father, our Redeemer, thy name 1s. 
© from everlaſting.” We deſire to live and 
act henceforth as becometh thy children; to. 
devote ourſelves to thy ſervice; to love thee, 
to fear thee, to worſhip thee, and to be wholly. 
thine. And whilſt, O. Lord, we ſupplicate. 
thee for ſuch ineſtimable bleſſings for ourſelves, 
we implore thee to touch the hearts of our 
enemies, and. to. poſſeſs them, equally with 
ourſelves, with. the love, and the fear of thy 
holy name. We aſk not their deſtruction, 
that thou wouldeſt rebuke them in thy wrath, 
and viſit them in thy hot diſpleaſure ; wr 
thou 
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thou wouldeſt enlighten them with e 
"and bring them back to a more perfect 


Son. This is the vengeance we would obtain 
-of thee; and the victorv which we pray thou 4 


? together with all, who profeſs thy name, and 
hope 
will, and devoted to thy ſervice here, and may 
finally be received into the manſions. of ever- 
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knowledge, and to an evangelical profefiion. .| 
of the truth, and of the religion of thy beloved 


wouldeſt gain over them : that we and they, 


in thy word, may live obedient to thy 


laſting. bliſs, there to dwell with Thee, our 
Creator, with the bleſſed Jeſus our Redeemer, 
and the Holy Spirit our Sanctifierx to whom, 
three perſons, and one God, be aſcribed 
all honour and glory far ever and ever, 
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